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LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 Psalter Week 3 

 Readings Sunday – 3rd Sunday of Easter (C) 

      Weekdays –  Easter Week 3 Sunday 

   3rd Sunday of Easter (C) 

Next Sunday   4th Sunday of Easter (C) 

       World Day of Prayer for Vocations 



Archdiocesan 

Mission Statement 

Taking to heart the 
last words of the Lord 
Jesus, we will go into 
the world to proclaim 
the Good News to the 
whole of creation. 

PARISH NEWS 

With You Always 
Please keep all the First Holy Communion children in your 

prayers at this special time. There are a number of First 

Communion Masses over the next few weeks. We hope 

that the children and their families have a wonderful day. 

Ladies Group 
The next Ladies meeting will be this Tuesday, 7th May at 

2.00pm in St Ambrose Barlow Church Hall. Raffle: Jo 

Hampson, Anne Laing. 

Deanery Forum Meeting 
The next meeting of the Deanery Forum will take place this 
Wednesday, 8th May at 7.45pm in St Ambrose Barlow 
Hall. 

Pastoral Area Synod Members 
All those who have volunteered to become Pastoral Area 

Synod Members are invited to a meeting with a 

representative from the Archdiocese Synod 2020 Team 

who will be helping us in the next step of the journey to 

Synod 2020. 

The meeting will take place in St.Richard’s Parish 

House this Thursday, May 9th at 7.30pm. 

200 Club Winners 
Congratulations to those who won prizes at the 200 Club 

Cabaret Event at St Ambrose Barlow on Friday 26th April. 

£1000 Maureen Hampson Number 47 

£100 John Smith Number 195 

£50 Delia Fletcher Number 163 

£25 Shauna Byrne Number 139 

£25 Molly Lee Number 132 

Thank you to everyone who joined the 200 Club in 2019. 

You helped to raise £1104 for parish funds. 

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Offertory        £1832.02 

SVP           £  272.61 

Thank you for your generosity. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Today THOMAS 

THOMAS stands for “Those on the Margins of a Society”. 

It is a drug and alcohol rehabilitation programme, set up by a 

Catholic Priest in Blackburn, and offers people the 

opportunity to rebuild their lives by finding a solution to the 

problems of addiction. It does wonderful work.  Website: 

www.thomasonline.org.uk 

Next Week 

Priests’ Training Fund 
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 

It was once said of Stalin, the Russian dictator, that if you made one mistake it was like mishandling 
a detonator – it was the last one you made! We too can write people off because of one bad 
experience. But which one of us would like to be judged on a single moment of our lives? After what 
happened on Holy Thursday night, we would have expected Jesus to write Peter off as being weak, 
cowardly, and unreliable. Had he done so, most people would agree that he had no other option. After 
all, Peter was the leader of the apostles. He had set a terrible example for the others. Yet Jesus did 
not write him off. He didn’t even demote him. And there were no recriminations either. Judas’ betrayal 
of Jesus was planned, and carried out in a cold, calculating manner. Peter’s denial was not planned, 
but was the result of weakness rather than malice. And Jesus recognized this. 

  After breakfast Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Peter, do you love me more than the others love 
me?” What a strange question to ask. Hadn’t Peter proved without a shadow of a doubt that he didn’t 
love Jesus? Yet this is the question Jesus asked Peter. And Peter said, “Lord, you know that I love 
you.” He sincerely meant those words. And what’s more, they were true. He really did love Jesus, as 
he proved with the rest of his life. Jesus knew that there was another and better side to Peter. Strength 
and weakness can co-exist in the same person. Jesus called Peter forward. He asked him to declare 
his love in public, since his denial had also been in public. Jesus kept no record of Peter’s sins. But 
he did ask him to do something for him – to feed the sheep and lambs of his flock, that is, to love and 
serve his sisters and brothers in the community. 

  Peter probably never forgot the fact that he denied Jesus. Hopefully it did not haunt him in the way 
others are haunted by their sins. How could he be the first leader of the Church if this was the case? 
But he did learn a great lesson from his fall. He learned that he wasn’t as brave as he thought he was. 
And he also learned a wonderful truth about Jesus. He learned that, in spite of his denials, Jesus still 
loved him. It was this love that brought Peter back to life. It’s an amazing experience to be loved in 
one’s weakness and sinfulness. To be loved because of one’s goodness is no big deal. But to be 
loved because of our sinfulness and mistakes – this is tremendous. This is what grace is really all 
about. Peter was given the strength he needed to get up after his fall and, as we know, he became a 
great leader of God’s people. In the Acts of the Apostles we see how he stood up before the Sanhedrin 
and bore witness for Jesus. Peter is a great consolation to us. Courage sometimes fails us all. In the 
end, all of us are mere mortals who sometimes struggle with our beliefs. Peter became the first leader 
of God’s Church. Let us pray that we may lead others to follow the light of God’s love by the way we 
live out our faith each day. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm Response: I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me. 

Gospel Acclamation: Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us. 

               Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 



Next Sunday is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to 

the Priesthood and Consecrated Life. The second 

collection will be the annual collection for the Priests’ 

Training Fund which is the chief source of income that 

enables the 

Archdiocese to train our future priests. It takes six or seven 

years to train a priest and costs approximately £100,000. 

Gift Aid envelopes will be available at the back of each 

church. 

Synod 2020 - The Story So Far 
Preparations for Synod 2020 are continuing. As 

the Archbishop himself said in his Pastoral 

Letter for Synod Sunday 2018, the Synod is the 

time when we choose the path to walk on. 

Those who volunteered to be members are in 

the process of attending training sessions. We 

will continue to give you further updates regarding the 

process of the Synod because there may well be times when 

you are invited to contribute towards the Synod in terms of 

sharing your views concerning the future mission of the 

Church in the Archdiocese. Your views will be very important. 

Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the first year. 

● 29th April – 10th May – Pastoral Area 

gathering of all Members. 

● May – June 2019 – Listening and discerning 

in Parishes. (Led by Members) ● 21st or 

25th or 28th September – Meeting of 

Members. (Members can attend any one 

meeting) ● Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area 

Pre-Synod 1. 

(One in each Pastoral Area) 

Our Synod Questions 
Four Synod Questions that will inform and inspire our project 

of listening over the coming months have been published. 

The first question is addressed in the Synod Reflection 

below; the others will be addressed over the next three 

weeks. 

These questions begin from the truth that God speaks to us 

in our everyday lives and, as we reflect on our lives, we 

encounter 

Christ (c.f. Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 8). We are then 

invited to think about what the Catholic Church is for. This will 

allow the Spirit of God to open our hearts so that, finally, we 

can reflect on the questions, issues, and topics that our 

Synod should make recommendations on. 

We are all invited to reflect deeply and respond to these four 

Synod Questions. Listening will be done through our online 

survey, focus groups facilitated by Fr Peter McGrail at 

Liverpool Hope University, and by Synod Members in our 

local communities. It is through this great project of listening 

that we will begin to discern the Church God is calling us to 

be. 

Synod 2020: Have Your Say 

Please ensure that your voice is heard in response to the 

Four 

Synod Questions. Attend a local Listening Gathering in your 

Pastoral Area (see local notices for details) or respond online 

at www.synod2020.co.uk 

Synod Reflection 
Jesus met the fishermen coming home from work and cooked 

their breakfast, and they recognized him. An ordinary 

everyday situation was changed by their encounter with the 

Risen Lord. At the heart of Synod 2020 is the truth that God 

speaks to us in the ordinary events and situations of our lives, if 

only we take time to stop and listen. This first Synod Question 

invites us to recognize God’s presence in the day-to-day events 

of our lives…. 

Where in your everyday life do you experience love, truth, 

goodness, hope and joy? 

Prayer 

Light a candle and take a moment’s silence before praying: 

Risen Jesus, 

just as you met the first disciples beside the Sea of Galilee, 
meet us on the shore of our lives. 
Help us to see you in the encounters we have each day and 

enable us to draw strength from your presence. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Many of you will have heard the following notice which was 

read out at all the Masses last weekend. We will publish it 

in the Newsletter for the next two weeks so that everyone 

can read it at home. 

Last September, as many of you are aware, our Pastoral Area, 

the Deanery of Leigh, was expanded to include Golborne, 

Lowton, Croft and Hindley Green. We increased in number from 

seven churches to ten, with an increase in priests from four to 

five. This change happened very suddenly, without consultation, 

and it has been a very difficult year trying to adapt to these 

changes, especially since our Pastoral Area has now become 

one of the largest, geographically, in the Archdiocese. 

The Archbishop has now informed us that Fr.Colin – who at 

present looks after St.Joseph’s, Leigh – will be leaving us and 

taking up a new appointment from September. He will NOT be 

replaced. Therefore we are facing the prospect of looking after 

a much larger Pastoral Area with less number of priests. This 

will inevitably lead to change, not just in terms of the number of 

churches but also to the times and availability of Sunday Masses 

in the Pastoral Area. This will also lead to a change in the way 

we work as priests. The Archdiocese has asked us to conduct a 

review of the buildings (that is, churches and halls) that we are 

using at present. 

As many of you may be aware the Pastoral Area submitted a 

Pastoral Plan five years ago to address many of these issues. 

At that time the Archdiocese chose not to act on these 

recommendations. Due to the reduction in the number of priests, 

many of these issues are now more pressing. 

By September a new Sunday Mass Schedule will have to be in 

place which probably WILL involve church closures. This will 

also involve a reduction in the number of Sunday Masses, 

simply because we have less priests looking after a much larger 

area. We simply cannot be in two places at once. 

Fr.Colin has been a great member of our team for the last five 

years and he will be greatly missed. We ask you to pray for him 

and pray for all of us – people and priests alike – as we face 

such great challenges in the very near future. 

During the next few weeks and months the priests of the Pastoral 

Area will continue to meet with representatives from the 

Archdiocese to make plans for the future. You can be part of this 

process by coming along to the next Pastoral Area Forum which 

will take place on Wednesday May 8th at 7.45pm in St.Ambrose 

Barlow Parish Hall in Astley. You are most welcome to attend. 



FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

The Mikado 

The Three Towns Operatic Society are performing a special 

50th Anniversary production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Mikado” 

in May. The performances, in St.Joseph’s Hall, Leigh, take 

place between Tuesday 14th May – Saturday 18th May. 

Tickets are priced at £11 and £13 and are available by 

phoning 

01942-605369 or 676594, or online at 

www.thethreetowns.net 

 

Sacred Heart Club 

Quiz Night - Cash Prizes 

Every Thursday 

Doors open 8.00 pm for 8.30 start. 

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020 

We thank you Father 

For the love you have shown us In the gift of 
Jesus, your Son. 

We thank you for the gift of the Church, 
Through which you show us that you are 
always with us and are always at work in our 
lives. 

As we journey together to Synod 2020 help us to become 
the Church that you are calling us to be. 
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us 
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope 
and Malcolm our Archbishop. 

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new 
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 

 
Reflect 

In today's Gospel Jesus appears to the disciples for the third 
time after his Resurrection and shares a simple meal of bread 
and fish with them. When we celebrate Mass we also share 
in a meal with Jesus who gives himself to us in the Holy 
Eucharist. 

Pray 

Rejoice in the Lord 

For He has done marvellous things for 
us. Rejoice in the Lord always Bless His 
Holy Name. 

Act 

Take the time to sit down together as a family and share a 
meal without any external distractions. Enjoy each other’s 
company and rejoice in your time together. 

Challenge 

In the second part of the Gospel Jesus shows Peter that he 

has forgiven him for denying him and commands him to “Feed 

my lambs . . . Tend my sheep . . . Feed my sheep.” How can 

you tend Jesus’s sheep? In what ways can you serve others? 

 Newsletter 

Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are sent in 

by Wednesday evening. Thank you. 

Clergy Addresses 

Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, 

Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ 

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock Lane, 

Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN 

Finance 

All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St 

Margaret Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank 

you. 

 



 

Please pray for 

those who are Sick 

 

Week Beginning 

5th May 
Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s 

SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

Katie Burrage 

11.00 am 

The Duffy Family 
(First Holy Communion with 

Holy Family children) 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Eileen & James West 

11.00 am 

John Desmond Doherty 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 
John Healy 

9.30 am 

Rita Quarmby 

MONDAY    

TUESDAY 
 9.15 am 

First Communicants 

               9.15 am 

Jean Neary 

WEDNESDAY 7.00 pm 

Granddaughter’s 

Transplant 

 9.00 - 10.00 am 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament 

THURSDAY 
10.00 am 

Maureen Riley 

 
Mass at Holy Family 

FRIDAY 

10.00 am 

Parishioners 
Mass in St Gabriel’s School 

 10.00 am 

Thomas McLoughlin 

SATURDAY 

10.00 am 

James Houton & 
Mary Coleman 

Confessions as normal today 

12.00 noon 

First Communion Mass 

with St Gabriel’s 

children 

10.00 am 

Exposition & Rosary 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Evelyn Ward 
(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Arthur Hennessy 

NEXT SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

The McGrath & 

Beresford Familes 

11.00 am 

Vocations 
(First Holy Communion with 

Holy Family children) 
11.00 am 

Joan Clegg 

9.30 am 

Jean Herron 

 

 

WEDDING 
Congratulations to 

Imogen Sullivan & Daniel Wright 

who were married at Holy Family 
Church this weekend. 

May the Lord bless and strengthen 

their love always. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family & 
after both 6.00 pm Masses in St Ambrose and St Richard’s. 

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment. 

 

 



 

Amy Turnbull 

Anelyse Lewis 

Arthur Leggett 

All Cancer 

Patients 

Anne Broad 

Baby George 

Baby Grace 

Baby Luke 

Bernard O’Donnell 

Brenda Southern 

Bridie Molyneux 

Catherine Jones 

Christopher 

Browne 

Clare Barlow 

Clifford Browne 

Eddie Shaw 

Emma Oldham 

Enid Kenwright 

Fon O’Hara 

Freda Peake 

Gerald Hackett 

Guy Ryan 

Hannah Delargy 

 Irene McIntyre 

Jack Rothwell 

Jean Tchibukdjian 

Jennifer Langin 

Jess Garrett 

Jessie Lucas 

Joan Wilkinson 

John Neary 

John Wall 

Kathy Kenyon 

Maisie Sweeney 

(10) 

Margaret Case 

Margaret Dawson 

Margaret Ross 

Margaret Wall 

Marjorie Price 

Mary Tiernan 

Maureen Halliday 

Michael Wright 

Rev Jim Melia 

Sandra Jones 

Shelagh Welsby 

Stephen Howell 
Terry Barlow 
Thelma Humble 

Theresa Stanley 

Thomas 

McLoughlin 

Wyn Wright 

 

LATELY DEAD 

Please pray for 
those who have 
died recently: 

Millie Walker 

Eternal rest grant unto her, 

O Lord, 

May she rest in peace. 

Amen. 
 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

First Reading – Acts 13:14,43-52 

Paul and Barnabas preach the Gospel firstly to the Jews but they 
reject it. Then they preach it to the Gentiles who receive it with 
joy. 

Second Reading – Revelations 7:7,14-17 

St.John shares a vision of those people who will come through 
persecution to share in Christ’s glory in Heaven. 

Gospel Reading – John 10:27-30 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, will not allow anyone to snatch from 

his care the sheep the Father has given him. 

 



Yvonne Mellin 

If any of the above are 
now better please tell 

margaretclitherow 
@yahoo.com 

 

 


